
Libertarian Party of Michigan Executive Committee, Inc. 
Via Zoom – February 11, 2018 

Agenda 
 
1. Call to Order   Bill Hall   1:00 PM 
 
2. Roll Call   Emily Salvette   2 minutes 
 
3. Paperwork Check  Emily Salvette   2 minutes 
 
4. Approval of the Agenda Bill Hall   3 minutes 
 
5. Approval of LEC Minutes Emily Salvette   3 minutes 
       
6. Open Floor (2 min. limit)     10 minutes 
 
7. Treasurer’s Report  Jason Brandenburg  10 minutes  
 
8. Precinct Delegates  Greg Stempfle   10 minutes  
 
9. Candidates/Resources  Greg Stempfle/All  20 minutes 
 
10. Questions on Reports  All    10 minutes 

 
11. Membership/CRM  Brandenburg/Carr  10 minutes 

 
12. Convention Discussion All    10 minutes 

 
13. Endorsements   Tim Yow   5 minutes 
 
 
Adjournment        2:45 PM  
 
 



Libertarian Executive Committee Meeting 

Sunday, January 7, 2018 – By Video Conference – 1 pm 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Hall at 1:02 

Roll call 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guests: Bob Broda, Lisa Gioia, Andy Evans, Scotty Boman, Will White 

Paperwork Check 

1. Agenda  
2. Minutes from 11/12/17 LEC meeting 
3. Affiliation application of Straits Area LP (Hall/Evans) 
4. Expansion application of Genesee County LP (Wood) 
5. Chair’s Report (Hall) 
6. First Vice Chair (affiliates) Report (Yow) 
7. Second Vice Chair (campaigns) Report (Stempfle) 
8. Treasurer’s Report (Brandenburg) 
9. District 2 report (Buzuma) 
10. NWLP Report (Gundle-Krieg) 
11. Legislative Report (White) 
12. Newsletter Report (Boman) 
13. Convention Report (A. Hall) 

Office Person Attendance 
State Chair Bill Hall 1 

First Vice Chair (Aff) Tim Yow 1 
Second Vice Chair (Camp) Greg Stempfle 1 

Secretary Emily Salvette 1 
Treasurer Jason Brandenburg 1 

District Representatives   
1 Donna Gundle-Krieg 1 
2 Mary Buzuma 1 
3 Jamie Lewis 1 
4 Tim Coon - 
5 Mark Sanborn - 
6 Wendi Parker 1 
7 Norman Peterson 1 
8 Jeff Wood 1 (by phone) 
9 Mike Saliba 1 

10 John Kanan 1 
11 Paul Connolly 1 
12 Larry Johnson 1 (by phone) 
13 Vacant  
14 Ben Carr 1 



14. Conv. Postcard (Stempfle) 
15. Delegate Apportionment Plan for 3/10/18 convention (Salvette) 
16. District 13 Representative application from Jeremy Morgan 
17. Harassment policy statement (Brandenburg) 

Agenda - approved without objection 

Minutes - Wood moved approval of 11/12/17 minutes; passed 

Open floor 

Saliba: Did not receive emails about legislative committee; there were 2—make sure you’re on Will’s list. 

Boman: Maybe LEC should make a statement condemning Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ actions. 
Everyone liked that idea.  Peterson will take a shot at writing it. 

Gioia – Just found out she’ll be head of membership committee; she’ll get things up and running. 

Straits Area Affiliation 

Andy Evans discussed plans for this new Straits Area Libertarian Party (SALP) covering Emmet, Presque 
Isle, Cheboygan and Otsego counties.  Discussed that Presque Isle County is currently part of the NE 
Lower Michigan affiliate. LEC agreed that we will need an official notification by the NE Lower affiliate 
that they are willing to cede Presque Isle County to SALP.  Wood will contact Zach Boyle, affiliate leader.  

Wood moved to approve Straits Area affiliate status with 3 counties (Cheboygan, Emmet, Otsego) with 
approval to add Presque Isle county by email ballot if we receive confirmation from the NE Lower 
Michigan affiliate to cede; passed. Note that the dissenting voter (Lewis) agreed to a subsequent email 
ballot on the Presque Isle question.  

Genesee Affiliate 

Genesee requested to expand its affiliate adding Saginaw, Bay, Tuscola and Lapeer counties and 
renaming it to Bay Area Libertarian Party (BALP). Discussion included question of whether 
members/leaders in these 4 counties had been notified of the change, and how many members of the 
Genesee affiliate come from outside that county. Johnson moved to approve the expansion and 
renaming of the affiliate; fails (5-7). 

Reports 

Treasurer Brandenburg noted that we have a net loss of 16 LPM members from Dec 2016.  Please 
recruit. Renewal notices really need to be developed. Membership committee is on it. 

Newsletter  

Boman discussed plans for newsletter.  Noted that at least one person has expressed interest in getting 
a hard copy of issues. He will work on a solution. 

Call to Convention/Districts 

Salvette reviewed the plan in the packet. She noted that the delegate allocations must be sent to 
affiliate and area leaders by January 10, 2018. Stempfle did the math and noted that if Presque Isle is 



moved to the new Straits Area affiliate, the NE Lower group’s allocation would go down to 1 delegate 
but the SALP would not gain a delegate. That results in a total of 174 delegates, not 175; however, such 
variance due to rounding is allowable in our new bylaws. Salvette moved to use the delegate list 
distributed for the March 10, 2018 convention with the understanding it can be adjusted once a decision 
is made on the SALP Presque Isle County situation; passed.  In response to a question, Chair Hall noted 
that the 30-day membership rule will not apply to those who were national LP members as of July 29, 
2017 (the date of the bylaws change requiring Michigan dues-paying membership), even though our 
new bylaws require LPM membership to be a delegate. 

Convention Discussion 

The national delegate selection convention will be held on Saturday, March 10, 2018 at the Eagle Eye 
Golf Course in Bath, MI. Stempfle asked for help getting speakers for the candidate training sessions, 
specifically for fundraising, media relations and a photographer. Saliba mentioned that he is on a local 
commission and could discuss getting appointed to a local government position. Connolly suggested 
reaching out to advocacy groups for fundraising expertise. 

Chair Hall talked about the 4 parts of this convention: campaign workshop morning through lunch; 
convention business around 2 pm; face-to-face LEC meeting around 4 pm; LibertyFest banquet in the 
evening.  The committee is thinking about Shikha Dalmia or Larry Sharpe for the banquet speaker.  Hall 
asked for other recommendations: Will Colley, Catherine Timpf, Adam Kokesh, Michelle Darnell, Kevin 
McCormick, Apollo Pazell, Arvin Vohra, Laura Ebke.  Banquet fundraiser suggestions: Tim Yow, Lisa Gioia. 

Candidate discussion 

Stempfle reminded everyone it’s time to get people to sign up to be candidates and expressed concern 
some might balk at paying a $100 filing fee. Hall suggested affiliate groups might lend money for filing 
fees to potential candidates with the understanding that it would be paid back when refunded after the 
primary.  He and Peterson noted that an affiliate not currently filed as a political party campaign 
committee with the State would have to do so if it raised or lent more than the filing threshold ($500 or 
more). 

Stempfle said he is not talking too much about running for county convention delegate (precinct 
delegate) so we don’t get flooded by non-libertarians filing for these spots. He also does not plan to 
notify all 83 counties how many LP precinct delegates they should put on their ballots as that would be a 
paperwork nightmare. However, the counties will put a default number of spots on the ballot whether 
we do anything or not—Johnson thinks default is 1. Chair Hall feels we should encourage all LPM 
members to file for a precinct delegate spot (there is no filing fee). The deadline to file would be May 8, 
2018. (See http://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/2018_Calendars_600231_7.pdf) 

It was noted that Leonard Schwartz has already filed his paperwork for Congress. Saliba noted he will be 
filing this week! 

13th CD Vacancy 

Jeremy Morgan, a member of the LPM from Wayne Co, has applied for appointment to the vacant 13th 
district LEC seat.  This would be a temporary appointment until the membership can caucus at the 
March 10 convention. Wood moved to table this discussion; passed (8 to 7). 



In answer to a question, Chair Hall said no announcement has gone out about the open District 4 seat. 
Tim Coon, who resigned due to a move within the district, has been asked by Hall to continue serving.  If 
he refuses, there will be a caucus at the March 10 convention. 

Statement on Harassment 

Jason Brandenburg presented his statement, which was drafted in response to:  (a) national attention to 
the problem of sexual harassment in the entertainment industry, by corporate leaders and by elected 
officials; and (b) harassment and harm done by Keith Butkovich of and to several past and present LEC 
members, including Wood and Yow. After discussion, Jason moved the following statement of policy be 
adopted: 

Harassment of any kind is counter to the spirit of the non-aggression principle (NAP).  The Libertarian 
Party of Michigan denounces anyone who actively engages in sexual harassment of another.  
Furthermore, attempts to damage business, property or personal reputations is also counter to the 
principles of the NAP. 

Passed (12 to 4). 

Next Meeting 

Wood moved the next meeting be on Sunday, February 11 at 1 pm by Zoom; passed. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:18 pm. 

 

Emily Salvette, LPM Secretary 

 



 Calendar Year 2018 LPM Budget
Budget YTD Actual

INCOME TOTAL 15,050.00$         2,295.00$        

STANDARD EXPENSES TOTAL 3,200.00$           91.94$              

SPECIAL EXPENSES TOTAL 11,850.00$         400.00$           
INCOME - EXPENSES -$                     1,803.06$        

Item
Budget Forecast 

for year
YTD Actual

YTD delta to 

budget

Q1 delta to 

budget

Q2 delta to 

budget

Q3 delta to 

budget

Q4 delta to 

budget

One Year Membership 3,500.00$              655.00$              (2,845.00)$     (1,173.75)$     (1,478.75)$     (52.50)$           (140.00)$         

Life Time Membership 750.00$                  250.00$              (500.00)$         238.75$          (326.25)$         (382.50)$         (30.00)$           

Monthly Pledge 300.00$                  5.00$                  (295.00)$         (70.00)$           (75.00)$           (75.00)$           (75.00)$           

Unsolicited Donations -$                        5.00$                  5.00$              5.00$              -$                -$                -$                

Solicited Donations -$                        -$                    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                

Fall Convention Fundraiser/Donations 2,500.00$              -$                    (2,500.00)$     (37.50)$           (1,087.50)$     (1,275.00)$     (100.00)$         

Spring Convention Fundraiser/Donations 500.00$                  -$                    (500.00)$         (7.50)$             (217.50)$         (255.00)$         (20.00)$           

Fall Convention Reservations 3,700.00$              -$                    (3,700.00)$     -$                (1,110.00)$     (2,590.00)$     -$                

Spring Convention Reservations 3,500.00$              1,380.00$           (2,120.00)$     (2,120.00)$     -$                -$                -$                

Miscellaneous 300.00$                  -$                    (300.00)$         (4.50)$             (130.50)$         (153.00)$         (12.00)$           
Straw Poll Registration -$                        -$                    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                

Over Budget Tracking (Income) -$                        -$                    

INCOME TOTAL 15,050.00$            2,295.00$           (12,755.00)$   (3,165.00)$     (4,295.00)$     (4,630.00)$     (365.00)$        

Office Operations (rent, equipment, office expenses)430.00$                  -$                    (430.00)$         (107.50)$         (107.50)$         (107.50)$         (107.50)$         

Telephone 300.00$                  -$                    (300.00)$         (75.00)$           (75.00)$           (75.00)$           (75.00)$           

Website/Webmaster 1,000.00$              -$                    (1,000.00)$     (250.00)$         (250.00)$         (250.00)$         (250.00)$         

Reply letters/ stamps 100.00$                  -$                    (100.00)$         (25.00)$           (25.00)$           (25.00)$           (25.00)$           

PO Box Rental 220.00$                  -$                    (220.00)$         (55.00)$           (55.00)$           (55.00)$           (55.00)$           

Insurance 730.00$                  -$                    (730.00)$         (182.50)$         (182.50)$         (182.50)$         (182.50)$         

Incorporation 20.00$                    -$                    (20.00)$           -$                -$                (20.00)$           -$                

Legal Fees -$                        -$                    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                

Bank/Credit Card Fees 400.00$                  91.94$                (308.06)$         (117.06)$         (169.00)$         (6.00)$             (16.00)$           

Newsletter (non-online) -$                        -$                    -$                -$                -$                -$                -$                

Over Budget Tracking (Stnd Exp) -$                        -$                    

STANDARD EXPENSES TOTAL 3,200.00$              91.94$                (3,108.06)$     (812.06)$         (864.00)$         (721.00)$         (711.00)$         

Chair Discretionary Fund 150.00$                  -$                    (150.00)$         (37.50)$           (37.50)$           (37.50)$           (37.50)$           

Vice Chair / Affiliate Support 100.00$                  -$                    (100.00)$         (25.00)$           (25.00)$           (25.00)$           (25.00)$           

Fall Convention Expense 4,600.00$              -$                    (4,600.00)$     -$                (2,300.00)$     (2,300.00)$     -$                

Fundraising Expense 1,000.00$              -$                    (1,000.00)$     (250.00)$         (250.00)$         (250.00)$         (250.00)$         

Membership Outreach Expense 500.00$                  -$                    (500.00)$         (125.00)$         (125.00)$         (125.00)$         (125.00)$         

Campaign Expense 2,000.00$              -$                    (2,000.00)$     (500.00)$         (500.00)$         (500.00)$         (500.00)$         

Spring Convention Expense 3,500.00$              400.00$              (3,100.00)$     (3,100.00)$     -$                -$                -$                

Over Budget Tracking (Spcl Exp) -$                        -$                    

SPECIAL EXPENSES TOTAL 11,850.00$            400.00$              (11,450.00)$   (4,037.50)$     (3,237.50)$     (3,237.50)$     (937.50)$        

 This is the grand total for all Special Expense categories that are over budget. Must 

hand calculate value, sheet will not show this amount automatically. 

Summary

Special Expense

Standard Expense

Income

 This is the grand total for all Income categories that are over budget. Value must be 

hand calculated, sheet will not show this amount automatically. 

 This is the grand total for all Standard Expense categories that are over budget. 

Value must be hand calculated, sheet will not show this amount automatically. 

Green shading indicates 
the category made more 
$ than was budgeted 
(Income) 
OR 
Did not spend total $ 

Red shading indicates 
the category did not 
realize the budgeted $ 
amount (Income) 
OR 
Required more spend 
than the total amount 
of $ budgeted 

No shading indicates 
that the category 
balanced (Income-
Expenses = 0), had no 
budget amount set, or 
that no income or 
expense have been 
realized.

current as of: 2/8/2018



LPM Bank Accounts 2017 Balance History

Dec 2017 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
General End of Month Balance $6,913.47 $5,988.19 $6,272.83 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Acct Income $0.00 $810.00 $620.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Expenses $969.79 $31.82 $447.96 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
.

Dec 2017 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Federal End of Month Balance $11,507.34 $11,507.34 $11,507.34 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Acct Income $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Expenses $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Dec 2017 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
State End of Month Balance $3,108.68 $3,579.91 $3,704.62 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Acct Income $360.00 $510.00 $355.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Expenses $13.79 $19.47 $14.56 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$6,913.47 

$5,988.19 $6,272.83 
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Fellow members of the LEC, 

 

On December 14, 2017 I received an email from someone that I believed to be Bill Hall from his 

MLP email address chair@michiganlp.org.  

 

I read the email on my cell phone. The message asked if I would prepare a payment for a 

vendor. From my experience as party treasurer for the past 2 years, this was not an uncommon 

situation. I quickly responded to the email and asked what it was I needed to do. The reply I got 

back was simple instructions for electronically transferring $3250.00 to an account at Chase 

bank. 

 

A while later I informed Bill via his personal email address that the transaction had been made. 

He immediately informed me that he did not request this transaction and instructed me to get a 

hold of Comerica and try to stop the money transfer. While Comerica was able to freeze the 

transaction in place, the money had already posted to an account at a Chase Bank in Texas.  

 

Both banks conducted months of fraud investigation. Initially, Comerica was hopeful that all the 

money would be recovered. On Monday February 5, Comerica informed me that $1,615.79 was 

able to be recovered. This money has been confirmed returned the party general account. From 

this incident, the LPM incurred a total loss of $1,634.21. 

 

I am deeply sorry and embarrassed that this happened. I take the responsibility of treasurer 

seriously and would never intentionally risk the financial resources of the LPM. I thought acting 

promptly via email was the right thing to do for paying the bills of the party. I now know this left 

us exposed to fraud and have initiated changes to how bill pay requests are handled. Going 

forward, I will not release any funds unless a request has been made and verified in at least 2 

forms of communication, face to face transactions being the exception. 

 

Multiple communications to release funds should ensure that money is never stolen in this 

manner again. I can only ask for your forgiveness and continued faith in my abilities to execute 

the duties of treasurer. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jason Brandenburg  

mailto:chair@michiganlp.org
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State Chair's Report – 2/11/18 LEC Meeting – Bill Hall 
 
 
Michigan Libertarian Summit – The March 10 convention and convention signups are being 
promoted in the newsletter, on the website and on the Facebook page. A postcard mailing went to 
those current and past LPM members without email addresses. State Senator Laura Ebke is our 
LibertyFest speaker and will also assist in the candidate workshops.  In return she asked for 
reimbursement for her air travel and that we urge our members to bring first class postage stamps 
as contributions to her campaign.  If this convention is to be an organizational and financial 
success, we all need to support it, and urge others to support it, by signing up for the campaign 
workshops and banquet.  Attached is a tentative agenda for the business session.  Anyone interested 
in running for national convention delegate should provide their name to Secretary Emily Salvette, 
so we can begin to prepare the ballot prior to March 10. Meal reservations are due to Eagle Eye by 
February 28, so sign up ASAP. 
 
Phishing Scam – Elsewhere Jason Brandenburg reports that he (and we) were the victim of a 
phishing scam, that resulted in our loss of about $1,635.00.  I want to add that this was clearly an 
honest mistake on Jason’s part in responding to the false message requesting payment (in my 
name).  Within the past 6 months I’ve heard several reports of the same sort of scam (email 
purporting to be from top executive of an organization asking accounting personnel to make an 
electronic payment of a bill), being successfully perpetrated on many organizations. Jason spent 
countless hours working with our bank in trying to recover the funds, and did manage to recover 
almost half of them.  While a hard lesson, I don’t know what we would do without Jason’s hard 
work in the Treasurer role, and we should all thank him for persevering through a very unpleasant 
experience. 
 
CRM – Jason Brandenburg has been working with Andy Burns to upload the LPM 
members/lapsed members into the customer relationship management database.  Work is 
proceeding slowly on learning how the database may be used and shared via the website.  Active 
volunteer help is welcome, as we shouldn’t expect Jason to take the lead role on yet another project. 
 
LPM Newsletter – Another issue of the Michigan Libertarian was emailed to our MailChimp list 
by Catherine Filus, on February 5.  With this newsletter we ramped up use of the blog posting 
function on the website by using it to post each of the newsletter articles as a blog post.  Thus the 
newsletter links back to each of those posts, in order to help drive traffic to the website.  I continue 
to contribute articles to each of the newsletters, and urge others to do the same. 
 
Precinct Delegates – I’ve fielded many calls and emails from County Clerks and the Bureau of 
Elections for contact information for local affiliate chairs who will designate the allocations of 
precinct delegates for their counties by the April 1 deadline.  I know others have fielded a few 
similar requests. I have slotted time on the agenda to discuss this issue in more detail. 
 
Tim Coon Rescinds his Resignation – Tim Coon advises that he resigned his LEC seat under the 
mistaken assumption that his move to Ogemaw County would put him outside of his 4th 
Congressional District seat.  When he learned of his error, I accepted his rescission of his 
resignation. 
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Arvin Vohra Matter – Shortly after our last LEC meeting on January 7, I was asked to add my 
voice to those of other Region 3 Chairs/state central committees in asking Region 3 LNC 
Representative Elizabeth Van Horn to make/support a motion for removal of Arvin Vohra as LNC 
Vice Chair.  I took the position that was a decision for the LEC to make at its next meeting, and I 
wasn’t going to purport to speak for the LEC on the issue. Subsequently, the other three Region 3 
states (Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky) called for his suspension.  I understand that at the LNC’s 
electronic meeting to consider the matter, Vohra was censured for his public statements, but the 
LNC was unable to muster a 2/3 supermajority to remove him from office. 
 
Who We Are – It’s  been more than six months since we were elected to the LEC. Please provide 
your photo and biographical statement to Tim Yow for the website. It is embarrassing to have 
missing leadership information on our website.  You know who you are. 
 
Campaign Finance Filings – I prepared and electronically filed the LPM’s annual campaign 
finance reports with the Federal Election Commission and Michigan Board of Elections. 
 
Thanks – MANY THANKS to ANDREW HALL, NORM PETERSON and GREG STEMPFLE 
for their continued work preparing for the March 10 convention, EMILY SALVETTE and her 
credentials committee of JIM FULNER, DONNA GUNDLE-KRIEG, LARRY JOHNSON and 
BEN CARR for their work organizing caucuses and preparing for convention credentialing, GREG 
STEMPFLE for his continued road shows to educate potential candidates on how to run for office 
as a Libertarian, TIM YOW for his tireless efforts interacting with affiliates, his timely support 
getting convention signups on line, and his valuable assistance on website and Facebook issues, 
SCOTTY BOMAN for his efforts on the newsletter, CATHERINE FILUS for her very responsive 
work distributing newsletters and email blasts via MailChimp, LISA GIOIA and her team for their 
work on membership issues, and JASON BRANDENBURG for his work on the CRM database 
system and for diligently handling financial record keeping, including sending thank you notes to 
each of our contributors.   



Affiliate Vice Chair Report for February 11, 2018 
 

Tim Yow 
 

Affiliate update 

• I attended Wayne county convention. Assisted with the election of new officers. Shared about 
new “Candidates as bloggers” program (see details at the end of this report). 

• Also attended the Oakland and Macomb monthly meetings. 

• Follow up occurred after the induction of the Straits Area affiliate. Worked with Andy Evans to 
add their affiliate page to the website and have him check accuracy of the information I shared 
in the blog announcing their induction, the new affiliate information page and the events details 
in the calendar. 

• Communications were initiated with Robin Melcher about resuming Tim Coon’s efforts to 
create a Mid-Michigan affiliate and he is prepared to take the lead. I will be working with him 
to expedite the process and help them build a vital group to cover Bay, Saginaw and Midland 
counties. 

• Communications were initiated with Tim Coon about planning for an affiliate for his new 
county of residence, Ogemaw county, and possibly surrounding counties. His intentions, at this 
time, will be to focus on his county but welcome individuals who want to travel from 
elsewhere. 

• I have an inquiry from one interested in creating an affiliate in the U.P. (probably the west end 
of the peninsula) but I am waiting for him to respond to my invite to schedule a discussion. 

• The planned monthly / bi-monthly affiliate video roundtables were backburnered. This 
happened, in part, as a result of improved one-on-one communication with nearly every chair, 
over the past 2 months. I have spoken to chairs and officers from all affiliates with the 
exception of Capital Area and Huron-Raisin during that time. 

• Thanks to help from Jeff Wood, I was able to reach the current chair of Northeast Lower, Zach 
Boyle, and confirm that he is still running an active affiliate and holding meetings. There was 
some confusion because my efforts to reach him came up empty for several months and his 
Facebook profile says he lives in San Diego. But we have now exchanged contact information. 
We had a productive conversation. I have confirmed that he is actually residing in Alpena at this 
current time. I will be attending one of their affiliate meetings in the very near future. 



• The membership committee is fully formed and open for business. Thanks to Lisa and crew for 
working so hard to make new members feel welcome and to facilitate outreach to those 
members when their membership is nearing expiration. 

 

Technical update 

• Pages and forms were added to the website and integrated with Paypal for information and sign 
up regarding the March convention. After several rounds of changes and a lot of testing, the 
sign up process has been finalized and is working at near perfection levels 

• I have a new web team formed. I have spoken to PattyMalowney and Adam Zientarski (a new 
member in Wayne county) and both have graciously accepted my invitation to join the web 
team. Both show promise of bringing new ideas and fresh perspective to the state website while 
also helping me handle the daily site updates as members and the board make requests. 

• Our new database, courtesy of the national party, has been used to successfully facilitate all 
convention sign ups. We have also successfully imported and merged membership data from 
our state records and the national database. Jason Brandenburg and Andy Burns, from national, 
put in much work to make this happen and it is now working like a well-oiled machine, due to 
their tireless efforts. 

• A guest blog feature has been added by national. This happened this week and I don’t have 
details about how it will work or if it is something we want to use. It basically allows a site 
visitor to submit an article for us to review and decide if it adds value to the site. If it does and it 
loosely meets the guidelines prescribed in the new PDF blogger standards manual (which I 
explain later), then I will have the option of adding necessary elements, such as a featured photo 
and publish the article with all the necessary disclaimers. 

• I am currently working with Andy Burns to do some slight restructuring of the WordPress user 
permissions to help accommodate the new web team and the new bloggers, which I will share 
more about in the next section explaining the “Candidates as Bloggers” program. 

 

Candidates as Bloggers program 

• In the 3rd week of January, I finalized a program that would make it easy for every candidate, 
who has successfully filed to run in the upcoming election to become a contributing writer with 
the ability to create articles for the state website. Each article will be written by them but must 
be published by me. 

• Each candidate must go through a video training in order to qualify. In this training, I provide a 
WordPress tutorial. I also give detailed instructions on the standards that I will be holding each 
contributing writer to. These standards include formatting and grammar expectations but also 



discuss how to write without using the article for campaigning or fund raising and without 
stirring unnecessary controversy. 

• I wrote a 5 page PDF “blogger standards manual” in conjunction with this new program that 
defines the standards that must be met in order for any contributors’ articles to be published. All 
articles will be written by them but published by me within 72 hours from the time I’m notified 
that the article has been completed only if all standards have been met. The standards manual is 
included in my report for all officers to review and offer input. 

• In addition to defining the standards for getting published, we will include necessary 
disclaimers with all articles about the views being the author’s, not the party as a whole, as well 
as one explaining that publishing a candidate’s article should not be taken as an endorsement of 
the candidate, which is especially important before the primaries occur. 

• I have committed to conducting a minimum of 9 video training sessions for the candidates in 
the month of February. One training has been completed where I had 3 of the candidates in 
attendance. One additional meeting was made available but the candidates that said they would 
be attending that one were unable to do so. There will be 3 meetings planned for each week 
through the month of February until all current candidates have had ample opportunity to attend 
one. Additional trainings will happen, later in the year as new candidates file to run. 

• The 3 candidates who have attended the training were all immediately added to the contributor 
team and have all received an invite from WordPress when their user account was created. 



MichiganLP.org

Blogger

Guidelines



Why guidelines?

If an article does not meet all standards established in this guide, it will 
not be published.

In order to get your blog article published without any difficulty, it is important that we all do due 
diligence to provide consistency in messaging and consistency in format. Our website is a reflection of 
the entire state party membership and a tool to win hearts and minds to the cause of liberty. We all must
work together to assure that every member of the party is proud to send their friends and family to the 
site knowing that as these potential future Libertarians explore our pages to research our organization 
and our stand on issues, they see each contributor offering a passionate, consistent, positive, and 
compelling plea for a free America in our lifetime. Likewise, it is important that they see the utmost 
professionalism in our writing, without distracting spelling and grammatical errors. The worst thing 
that can happen is for the message of a given article to not be read in its entirety due to it being poorly 
written or overly contentious.

Are you suppressing our opinions and limiting free speech?
The short answer is both “yes and no”. Before you get mad, allow me to expound on this. We 
encourage a compelling presentation of a stance on an issue based in facts, not opinion. We are not the 
government. We do not have to allow your opinion to be published. If you want to write a piece that is 
splattered with your personal views without data and verifiable facts to back up that opinion, a personal
blog would probably be a better avenue for you. When you write for the state website, you are 
representing the membership, as a whole, and should focus on subjects where there is a high level of 
agreement throughout the organization. Once again, this site is a tool to win hearts and minds with a 
message not a place to be edgy and elicit a negative emotional response from our site visitors. Turning 
people off does nothing for the cause and for the growth of the party.

Opinion is part of what shapes us. It would be impossible to completely remove it from every published
piece on MichiganLP.org and we won’t attempt to do so. At the same time, I think we can all work 
together, whenever possible, to remove emotion, stick with the facts and use logic and data to present 
our case on whatever subject. Try to approach a subject like Neil Cavuto, not Sean Hannity. I think you 
get my point.

While each published piece will have a disclaimer stating that your views do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Michigan LP, we don’t see this as a “cure all” and recognize that every opinion that turns 
people away from the party, en masse, is a hindrance to party progress and should be avoided.



Formatting guidelines
Guidelines for the featured image

• Every article must have a featured image, no exceptions. Featured images can be added using 
the box in the lower, right corner labeled “Featured Image” and we cover how to do this in the 
online training.

• Avoid using an image that has a width or a height greater than 1000 pixels. Large images will 
slow down the page load and frustrate visitors. A slow page load can also cause Google to 
downgrade the page in their search results. 

• Use images that are close to a square but that have a width greater than the height, whenever 
possible. Ideal dimensions would be in the proximity of 500 pixels wide x 350 pixels high but 
there is room for variance here. Every computer comes equipped with Paint or a similar graphic
modification tool. Use those to resize or crop images to an acceptable size.

• Avoid using copyrighted images or pay-to-use stock photos. You can find free stock photos or 
“creative commons” images available all over the internet. I would suggest starting with 
http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/ or https://www.freeimages.com/. If those sites don’t have 
an image that would work, do a Google search for “public domain images”, “creative commons 
images”, or “free stock images”.

• Avoid using a picture of you. Avoid using logos of any kind, including old or current LP logos

• If you have trouble finding a free image that fits your article, your campaign can buy an image 
on sites like https://www.istockphoto.com/ for as little as $12. Your donated image is 
appreciated.

• I am always here to assist you in getting a decent image inserted into the post. If you just can’t 
get it right, I will find an image for you and add it to the article before publishing. However, I 
would appreciate if you give it your best attempt first. Shopping for images on your behalf can 
be time-consuming and will inevitably delay your article in getting published.

• Be creative in your selection of a featured image. We want images that are memorable and 
highly relevant to the subject. You are welcome to create your own graphics and to include text 
as part of the image.

Guidelines for grammar

NOTE: This is important because your current webmaster will not let a grammar error slip past him 
and will not fix errors for you. If you struggle with this, find an experienced proofreader to help you 
before submitting your article for consideration.

• Use proper punctuation, at all times.

• Oxford comma is preferred but not required

• Do not capitalize entire words for emphasis.

http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/
https://www.istockphoto.com/
https://www.freeimages.com/


• Do not use double or triple exclamation points. One exclamation point will show you are 
excited about a given statement.

• Spell check everything. Do not trust the built-in spellcheck system entirely.

• Use blended words where they exist. Example: it is online, not on line or on-line. (trust 
spellcheck here, start with the blended word and let spellcheck tell you if it needs to be 
changed).

• Only use hashtags when it is a necessary part of the story. Example: #NeverTrump is an 
acceptable and often a necessary use of a hashtag.

• When possible, it is better (when writing for the web) to write at a level that a 6th grader can 
read and understand. Trying to be eloquent and using big words for the sake of sounding more 
intelligent can create a bad user experience and cause some to abandon the article before they 
finish reading it.

• There, their and they’re – understand the difference.

• Your and you’re – understand the difference.

• Except and accept – understand the difference.

Guidelines specific to candidates

NOTE: This section only applies to those running for public office and those stumping for a candidate.

• Focus on issues of interest.

• Your article is not a place for campaigning. There should be no plea such as "vote for _____", 
"elect ____", or "__________ for state representative."

• Your article is not a place to solicit donations, petition signatures, volunteers or pro-bono 
services intended to benefit your campaign.

• Avoid bashing your opponents. When it comes to opponents from other parties, its okay to bring
attention to the differences in their stance on an issue. However, avoid taking a contentious 
tone. Save that for your campaign website if you choose that approach.

• Keep it positive!

Guidelines regarding controversy

• No intentional controversy. Stick with subject matter that libertarians generally agree on.

• Stick with subjects that interest a large segment of the population, both libertarian and non-
libertarian. We are trying to reach people who are libertarian and just don’t know it yet, after all.

• Criticism of other party members, party leadership or airing of intra-party disputes is strictly 
prohibited and will not be published, no exceptions.



• Anything written that is in opposition to the Libertarian platform, either state or national, will
not be published.

• Keep it positive!

Examples of things to write about: Examples of things it might be good to avoid:

Evils of taxation (it is theft) Driving under the influence

The war on drugs Police hate / Military hate

Regulations harming small business Selling drugs to children

Unjust wars Pedophilia

Victimless crimes Benefits of communism

Care for the poor outside of the welfare system Why [insert party sect] are not real libertarians

Other things to remember

• Feel free to select categories before you save the article as a draft. However, it is not necessary
because I will select categories and possibly add an appropriate category before I publish what
you wrote.

• Do not worry about creating tags for an article. I will handle any tagging that I feel is
appropriate.

• Try to put yourself in the shoes of a person reading a headline and ask yourself “Is the headline
compelling enough that I would click in and read the article”. A well-written headline is the
difference between an excellent article going viral or going largely ignored.

The to do list when your article is finished

• Save article as a draft. We cover this process in the online training.

• After you save as a draft, preview how it looks on the web page by clicking the link labeled
“view post” or the “preview changes” button. You will want to check to make sure everything
displays properly.

• Email webmaster@michiganlp.org to inform the webmaster that the article is ready for review.
Things that would be helpful to include in this email notification: Is the material time-sensitive?
If so, should attempts be made to publish it quicker than the standard 72 hours? Is there any
problem with the featured photo that the webmaster should address before publishing? Are you
opposed to promotion of your article on social media / newsletter, by the state party, or crediting
you, by name, for the article in that promotion?

• Watch to see when the article goes live.

• Proofread the article as soon as you see it has gone live. Small edits are allowed after the article
goes live, at your discretion. On the other hand, no edits that change the messaging should

mailto:webmaster@michiganlp.org


happen. Blatant changes to the message after I have published your article could result in the 
revoking of your contributor privileges.

• Allow me 72 hours (3 days) before inquiring about the article not being published. Some
exceptions will be made for time-sensitive material but no inquiries need to happen until it has
been at least 24 hours.

• If your article has not been published after 72 hours, please inquire as soon as you notice. I ask
that you do so by email (not Facebook). I will most likely not reach out to you about potential
problems with your article that cause me to pause. It is up to you to check with me and, if
necessary, fix anything that does not meet the standards established in this manual.

• When the article is published and you are satisfied with how it reads, promote, promote,
promote! Always promote with a direct link to the page. Bring attention to the article on any
online platform available to you. Getting traffic to your article is a win-win. We want people
visiting and revisiting MichiganLP.org and you want people to see what you have to say. We
love that you added value to our website and want you to proudly share with your friends, your
family and, whenever possible, complete strangers.

Happy writing!



Political Director Report - Greg Stempfle  

Libertarian Party of Michigan Executive Committee meeting 

February 11, 2018 

Candidate training workshop 

The speaker lineup for the March 10th candidate training workshop is falling into place but I am still 
looking for additional speakers on some very important topics.  Please let me know if any LEC members 
are interested in speaking on a particular topic or can suggest outside speakers.  Here is the lineup so 
far, in no particular order: 

Preview of 2018 / Filing for Office  – Greg Stempfle 

Michigan Government 101 – Will White 

Building a website – Catherine Filus 

Social media – Patty Malowney 

Campaign Finance – Leonard Schwartz? / Greg Stempfle 

Getting Appointed to Local Office – Mike Saliba 

Roundtable discussion with elected officials – Andy LeCureaux and Laura Ebke 

Fundraising - ??? 

Media relations - ??? 

Photographer - ??? 

Candidates in 2018 

Libertarian Party candidates collecting signatures… 

Governor - Bill Gelineau, John Tatar, Jeff Wood 

US Senate – Brian Ellison 

Congress – Mike Saliba (9) 

Libertarian Party candidates who have filed… 

Congress – Leonard Schwartz (11) 

State Senate – Chad McNamara (17) 

Jon Elgas (22) [I signed his affidavit yesterday] 

State House – Frederick Mercado (57) 



Norm Peterson (64) 

Jason Rees (65) 

Jamie Lewis (72) 

Patty Malowney (77) 

Tyler Palmer (93) 

Secretary of State – Greg Stempfle 

Highland Park School Board (nonpartisan) – Mark Ashley Price 

Precinct Delegates 

The LEC should decide on a policy for precinct delegate apportionment in unaffiliated counties. Some 
county election officials are already sending their own apportionment calculations to the LPM affiliates 
like Hillsdale County. They apportioned delegates based on Gary Johnson’s vote % in each precinct and 
suggest between 1 and 8 (see attached).  As Oakland Chair, I told election officials in Oakland simply to 
include two delegates per precinct but have not yet heard back. 

This article in the Michigan Libertarian newsletter explains more about what affiliates are expected to 
do regarding precinct delegates. Everything You Need to Know About Precinct Delegates 

And here is the text of the law about precinct delegate apportionment. MCL 168.623a Mailing or 
delivering certificate showing number of delegates to county convention; time; notice; failure to 
forward certificate; allotment and apportionment of delegates; election of delegates by direct vote. 

Party Resources for Candidates 

Since we, as a party, no longer have a say who are nominees are for most offices, we should develop a 
formal policy for which candidates are allowed to have access to party resources (mailing lists, space on 
our website / newsletter, etc…). Our previous policy for the blast email announcement was the 
candidates need to be a member in good standing and have submitted the required paperwork for file 
for office. This might still allow some undesirable people to slip through. The GOP is facing a problem 
like this in Illinois where an actual white supremacist is on the ballot in one of their legislative districts 
and they can’t do anything about it. 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/holocaust-denier-arthur-jones-republican-3rd-congressional-
district-lipinski-newman/ 

I am reluctant for the LEC to withhold party support for a someone unless extraordinary circumstances 
arise. However, at the Fall State Convention, our delegates can certainly vote to pull support for any 
objectionable candidates. They can also vote to endorse any independent, nonpartisan, or write-in 
candidates.   

Thoughts?  

https://michiganlp.org/everything-need-precinct-delegates/
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0fcs0mv5xskbrv01dczuovhd))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-168-623a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0fcs0mv5xskbrv01dczuovhd))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-168-623a
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0fcs0mv5xskbrv01dczuovhd))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-168-623a
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/holocaust-denier-arthur-jones-republican-3rd-congressional-district-lipinski-newman/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/holocaust-denier-arthur-jones-republican-3rd-congressional-district-lipinski-newman/


Report of the LPM Membership Committee 

Lisa Lane Gioia, February 7, 2018 

1. Fielding Incoming from the Website (michiganlp.org)

Procedures have been in place / have recently been implemented as follows. 

-  “Making Donations” are handled by Jason 

-  “Volunteering” handled by Tim 

-  “Running for Office” handled by Greg 

-  “General Inquires” handled by Bill 

-  New Michigan membership registrations: Jason sends an automatic thank you, 

forwards his mails to me and Norm, I send them a standard thank you asking them, 

if they wish, to contact me for contact information for their local affiliate/regional 

chair 

2. Future Tasks linked to Database Reform

-  Differentiation between members newly signed up for MI membership and 

renewing members 

-  Wendi Parker has graciously volunteered to be in charge of contacting members 

whose MI memberships will lapse soon.  She and Jason will be working together on 

this project. 

-  Future mails relating to new members which are forwarded to me will include 

mailing addresses so that we can send the MI welcome packet. 

-  Everything relating to the automation of the database / coordination with 

National is being handled by Jason, Norm and Tim. 

3. Future Other Tasks

-  Solicitation of new ideas for, and the creation of, materials for the MI welcome 

packet (we have some time on this since mailing addresses are not yet being sent to 

membership) 

-  Community, college, event outreach 



Northwest Michigan Libertarians – Donna Gundle-Krieg 

Northwest Michigan Libertarians is working on content for the new website 
at http://nwmichiganlibertarians.org/  There are many local issues that need our voice and our FB page has 
been well received so it's tim to take the next step.  

We had a Zoom meeting that worked well, with Greg giving his presentation from downstate, about Running for 
Office as a Libertarian.  

We will be changing our meeting place to Cadillac, since Traverse City has not been working well. A Libertarian 
has volunteered use of his retail store in Cadillac. We will attempt to have Zoom at the meeting for those who 
can't make it.  

Wayne County – Scotty Boman 

On Thursday February 2nd, the Libertarian Party of Wayne County held it's Spring County 
Convention. 

We selected delegates for the March 10 Convention and reserve the option to add more.  Our 
Secretary, Ray Warner has been included in this message.  I hope he should be able to provide 
the complete list in the near future. 

We unanimously passed a motion to urge the LEC to forgo any vote on Arvin Vohra and let the 
delegates decide if they wish to pass a resolution pertaining to him at the March 
10 Convention. 

We elected new officers.  I am now the Chair of the Wayne County Affiliate.  Gregory Creswell is 
Vice Chair, Ray Warner is Secretary. Clair Gelineau is Treasurer.  At large members include Mark 
Ashley Price, John Tatar, and Loel Gnat.  Ray, should be getting back with me on remaining 
officers, if any. 

There was some consensus on asking for two county convention delegates per precinct, but I 
am not sure how to work Gary Johnson vote totals into this.  Supposedly there should be a 
proportional relationship to the amount of support he got. 

I am sorry this report is incomplete, but time went by fast and I now realize an LEC meeting is in 
just a few days.  I hope to have all of the details by the time we have the meeting. 

Local Reports

http://nwmichiganlibertarians.org/


February Newsletter Report 

Scotty Boman, Editor 

I am pleased to report that we are now on a steady monthly publication schedule.  Our target date has been the first of 

the month, but some members of the team believe it may be better to have the Newsletter go out on a Monday to 

maximized readership.  We have continued to work on streamlining the process. 

We released the February issue in an expanded format.  There is still a full issue (containing all articles, current events, 

and contacts), but we also have content available in a new format.  We have followed the lead of most other online 

publications by having articles appear individually on the website.  The out-going email (prepared by Catherine Filus) 

contains article titles and summaries, but when one links to a title or selects, “Read more” the subscriber is directed to 

the desired article on the website. 

These articles can be optimized for “SEO”, which deputy editor Dave Dumas has informed me improves visibility to 

search engines.  Dave has been able to post these articles with this approach in mind.  Another advantage, I hope to see 

exploited in the future, is the fact that one doesn’t need to wait until the end of the month to post articles.  Rather, we 

can post them in a timely manner and include them with the newsletter and email notification later.  This will make 

compiling the monthly issue less hectic, and will make the headlines on the website more current with new content 

appearing every few days. 

Past issues, have been fully restored in the historical archives so that graphic and image content appears in each 

archived issue as it was intended.  This required modifying code in each individual issue.  For more details on this matter 

I refer you to last month’s report. 

 



LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF MICHIGAN 
DELEGATE SELECTION CONVENTION AGENDA 

Eagle Eye Golf Club 
Bath, Michigan 
March 10, 2018 

1. Call to Order

2. Credentials Report

3. Approval of the Agenda

4. Approval of Convention Rules

5. Approval of Minutes of Convention of July 29, 2017

6. Guest Speakers

7. Officer and Committee Reports

8. Selection of National Convention Delegates

9. Affiliate Caucuses

10. Pre-endorsement of Candidates for Michigan Secretary of State, Attorney General and
Supreme Court

11. Resolutions

12. Adjournment

LEC Meeting to follow. 
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